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YOURE 
DESTINED TO 
DIE UNLESS 
YOURE 
STRONG. 




















I WONT 
TEACH YOU, 
KOJIRO. 





WON'T 
TEACH YOU, 
KOJIRO. 
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7 WHY DO * 
THEY HAVE 





IF ITS A 
BIG BATTLE 
THEY'LL NEED 
A LOT OF 


ITD BE SOLDIERS. 


TERRIBLE IF 
THEY RECRUIT 
US FARMERS 
DURING THE 
HARVEST... 


I HEARD 
THAT THIS 
BATTLE 
BETWEEN THE 
LORDS OF 


. ts ECHIZEN AND 
THEY'RE JUST (i. : Fons KAGA... 


A STEP AHEAD 
OF EVERYONE ; 

ELSE, CHOOSING TS JUST 
BETWEEN THE AN EARLY 


FORCES OF SKIRMISH 
THE EAST LEADING UP 
AND WEST. @ TO A CIVIL 
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WANT TO 
BE THERE, 
KOJIRO!! 

















OCCUPIED 
WITH YOUR 
SWORD YOU'VE 
LOST YOUR 


THE STRONGEST 
FIGHTERS DON'T 
NECESSARILY 
HAVE THE 
FASTEST SWING, [© 













you 
MUST TRY 
= TO BE ONE 

WITH THE 
EARTH, 





KUSANAGI 
TENKI, THE 
NUMBER ONE 
DISCIPLE OF 
KANEMAKI 
SISAL! 


























EVERY DAY 


1S LIKE THIS 
DAY OF ° 
POURING 





Lie ey 


Do You 
REALIZE HOW 
FOOLISH AND 
DANGEROUS 

IT 1S? 











THE SWORD, 
KOJIRO. 





ANY 
DECENT 
FIGHTER 

WOULD 
SEIZE THE 
OPPOR- 
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RAISED HIM / uf 
WELL THESE Ce J  §6MASTER 
PAST TEN Ge a KANEMAKI.... 


YEARS... 


I AM 
QUITE 
IMPRESSED. 





so 
THE GREAT 
WAR IS 
GOING TO 


FROM AKIHA 
VILLAGE WERE 
RECRUITED TO 
GO TO WAR! 


I'M SURE 
THE OFFICIALS 
WILL BE 
SHOWING 























YOU'LL 
SURVIVE JUST 
LONG ENOUGH 
TO REACH THE 

BATTLEFIELD 
IF YOURE 
LUCKY. 






































You 
MUST BE 
ONE OF 
MASTER 

KANEMAKT'S 

\ DISCIPLES. 









































YOU'RE 
TEACHING 
HIM QUITE 

ADMIRABLY. 
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ALL BECAUSE 
YOU WANT 
HIM TO STAY 
BY YOUR SIDE 
TILL YOUR 
DYING DAy. 

















EVERYTHING! -: 








KOJIRO 
= AND BEGAN 
A NEW-- 





PERSIST ON 
COMING 
BACK HERE? 
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“gon 70 Page INTERESTED 
GO INTO A aD : 3 
BATTLE OF 
FIREARMS... 

















YOU NOT FIGHT 
AGAINST YOUR 
MASTER WITH 
YOUR FULL 
STRENGTH? 
SHOW HIM SOME 
RESPECT!! 
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DARE YOU 
NOT FIGHT 
AGAINST YOUR 
MASTER WITH 
YOUR FULL 
STRENGTH?! 

SHOW HIM SOME 
RESPECT//" 














ARENT YOU 
BEING A LITTLE 
HARSH ON YOUR 
DISCIPLE? I'VE 
GONE OUT OF MY 
DONT WAY TO VISIT YOU. 
YOU WANT ITS BEEN OVER 
TO HEAR WHAT aoe 
IVE BEEN UP 


SENIOR. 
THE DAYS OF 
THE KANEMAKI Y FETCH ME 
i A BOWL OF 
PORRIDGE!. 





























TRAINING ¥ 
SO LATE 
AT NIGHT. | 7 


THAT'S 
THE 
SPIRIT! 








APPEARS 
TO BE AS 
HARMLESS AS 
YOU WANT 
\HIM TO BE. 





MASTER ¥ 
KANEMAKI. 





KOJIRO'S 
GETTING 
WORKED LP 
INSIDE. 


WHAT 
CAN HE BE 
THINKING 
wc? 


WANT TO 
CHALLENGE 
THEM!” 


“AGAINST 
ALL MY 
TRAINING...” 





“WHO'LL 
BE LEFT 
STANDING...” 


I FIGHT 
THEM WITH 

ALL MY 
STRENGTH?!" /~ 





HE CAN'T 
HELP 
HIMSELF // 


HA/ HE'S 
nee Y/Y fi ABOUT To 
THAT'S ay "7 BURST!! 


HOW 
TIGERS ARE// 
RIGHT, 
KOJIRO?! 























INVINCIBLE... 





































THINK THAT 
THIS GAME 
WILL SOON 
COME TO 
AN END... 





I FEEL 
TERRIBLY 
LONELY. 
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ITS 
EASY! YOU 
FELLOWS 
KEEP 
HOUNDING 
AFTER ME. 























HAVEN'T 
YOU EVER 
BEEN TO 
KYOTO?! 
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CAN ALREADY 
SENSE YOUR 
INCREDIBLE 
BLOOD- 


























} YOSHIOKA } 
KEMPO... 


SAYING 
THAT NAME 
MIGHT HELP 

YOUR 
REPUTATION... 


NOT WHY I 
PERHAPS MENTIONED 
you ii.) MY FATHER'S 


SHOULD 
BEWARE... | ===\ NOW.. yen NAME. 











FOR QUITE 
SOME TIME 
NOW, YOUVE 
BEEN STANDING 
WITHIN MY 
SWORD'S 
RANGE. 











So YOU 
HAVE A 
BABYSITTER. 

















YOURE NO fim 
FLOCK OF § 











WHERE 
ARE YOU, 
KOJIRO? 


“TERRIBLY 


HE'S 
VERY 
KIND- 

HEARTED... 





KOJIRO, 
THAT PATH 
IS NOT 
FOR YOU.../ 
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IF HE 
DID TAKE 
OYAMA BY 
‘SURPRISE... 




















7 YOU DONT 
EVEN FLINCH 


AT THE SIGHT 
| OF HIS GUTS 
\ SPILLED ouT 


ON THE 








A SMILE? 














ASSAILING 
US LIKE 


















































About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the best-selling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 miion copies in print worldwide. Inove 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for Manga 
from the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as 
the 2000 Kodansha Award for best manga for his 
work on VAGABOND. In 2002, VAGABOND received 
the prestigious Tezuka award for best manga. Most 
recently, Inoue has been nominated for a 2004 
Eisner Award for best writer/artst. To date 
VAGABOND has sold over 22 million copies thraugh 
out the world. In addition to his numerous manga 
titles, Inve also created the character designs for 
the PlayStation basketball game, ONE ON ONE 


About VAGABOWD and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Tokehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHY, is a fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1684-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was & master of the sword and was revered 
as a “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords at once—holding the 
‘ong sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the left. Musashi was also a master of the 
“gentler arts'—he was a master of sume (black ink 
‘drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY directed 
by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune, 
were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASHI Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama 
‘MUSASHL Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, this 
‘drama stars Kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu 


A note on names: 


The names presented within the context ofthis 
comic are presented in the traditional Japanese 
order—surame followed by first name, “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashi's last name and “Musashi” is 
his first name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
name frst, fast name second. “Takehiko" is the 
author's first name and “Inoue” is his last name. 








Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


Kaga 
Located in present day Ishikawa Prefecture. 


Echizen 
Located in the northern part of present day Fukui Prefecture 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Itto-ryu school of sword fighting. Before establishing 
his own style, Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo- 
ryu style of sword fighting under Kanemaki Jisai's instruction. 


Sasaki Kojiro 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi. Kojiro is believed to 
have studied the Chujoryu style of swordsmanship under the instruc- 
tion of either Tada Seigen or Kanemaki Jisai Kojiro was renowned 
for his Zuame-gaeshi, or “swallow-cut” technique which was inspired 
by the movement of a swallow in flight 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Sekigahara 

The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1858) in Japan was a 
time of chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the 
imperial court and the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker and 
the land was effectively ruled autonomously by numerous daimyo 
(domainal lords). Looking to expand their spheres of control, the 
daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One daimyo in partic- 
ular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by means of 
conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassination in 
1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of all of Japan. 
One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became 
Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. Through a 
process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating 
an orderly federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590, order was 
restored to Japan under Hideyoshi’s rule. Hideyoshi’s death in 1598, 
however, presented the question of succession. Most of the daimyo 
from the domains in the west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan 


and its five-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, how- 
ever, leading the major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, chal- 
lenged the Toyatomi clan's leadership. The two sides clashed at the 
Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino (located in present day Gifu 
Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an overwhelming victory. 
From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively rule Japan 
for the next 250 years, 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 
37, he was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, 
Daitokuji. Takuan was an important figure whose acute and brutally 
honest advice was sought by influential and powerful figures such as 
Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspon- 
dence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen and swordsmanship entitled 
THE UNFETTERED MIND has become an influential treatise in both 
the areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon radish, 
takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 
Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu 
Munenori (1571-1646) was one of Tokugawa's key generals at the 
Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as the official fencing 
instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 the Yagyu were 
appointed as the ometsuke—responsible for the surveillance of the 
daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike's 
LONE WOLF AND CUB as the plotters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, 
the general Japanese popular culture take on the Yagyu Clan is more 
positive. More specifically, Munenori’s son, Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), 
is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and 
the founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting, 
Yoshioka Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and 
then modified it to form the Yoshioka style. Inthe context of Inoue's 
VAGABOND, as well as in Yoshikawa's MUSASHI, Yoshioka Seijuro 
and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons who are historically thought to 
have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions 
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“...Inoue’s skills as a comics creator makes 
VAGABOND outstanding. This really is one of the 
best comics currently being produced. | buy every 
book as soon as it's published and once you take a 
Jook yourself, you'll do the same.” 

—Greg McEthatton, icomics.com 


Sasaki Kojiro, renowned for his deadly “swallow-cut,” is 
the man destined to be sword-saint Miyamoto 
Musashi’s greatest rival and opponent in the most 
well-known duel in the annals of Japanese history. This 
volume further explores the background of the aban- 
doned deaf orphan Kojiro as he comes of age and devel- 
ops into a bloodthirsty swordsman with sublime skills. 
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